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Black Power Revisited: The War against the Black Liberation Movement and the Rise of 

Black Transnationalism from below 

 

The Black Power movement that had steadily gained momentum through the 1950s and 1960s 

in the United States and draw inspiration from the anticolonial struggles on the Continent of 

Africa, marked a turning point in the formulation of Black consciousness and the politics of 

self-determination of Black people. 

Whereas the movement can be described as a complex configuration of various ideologies 

such as Black Nationalism, Cultural Nationalism and African Internationalism, most of these 

positions were for the most part in direct conflict with those of the mainstream Civil Rights 

Movement.  

The military defeat of the Black Power Movement of the 1960s, including the public 

assassination of leaders of the Movement and mass imprisonment, was the primary source of 

the eclipse of Black radicalism as forms of counterinsurgency also began to be waged against 

the general Black community (e.g. the “the war on drugs“, “the war on immigration“).  

 

In this presentation the rise and fall of the Black Power Movement will be outlined via a 

historiographical snapshot that aims to discuss the (im) possibilites of the struggle for Black 

Power in Europe against the background of the lived collective experiences of two radical 

Black social movements who organise in France and Germany.  

By concentrating on the Fanonian theorem of colonial alienation and his anticolonial critique 

of the Hegelian concept of lordship and bondage I will discuss an understanding of Blackness 

that goes beyond the simplified binarity of essentialism vs. anti-essentialism and demonstrate 

how the social and political struggle for self-determination is re-articulated through the Black 

social movements in Europe and beyond.  

 

 

 


